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What floats the boat of TV's
most famous shrink? For
Kelsey Grammer, it's a good
(leather-bound) book, a little
night music, and cooking with
Camille at their lush, surprise-

filled California Shangri-la

by John Griffiths / photographed by Art Streiber
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sons (17 1F you count his Cheers vears), and even after a nme-
slot switch, the show’s fall premitre ropped the chars, con
firming the popularity of both the show and s eraple-Emumy-
winnmg star. Meamwidle, he paired up with Bob MNewhare for
the recent Showtime movie The Sports Pages, and his latest big
screen loray—as an unethical tabloid reporter in the dark come
edy oy Minntes, due out this month—lines him up opposite
Robert De Miro ("1 really had fun with thar™)L

Linlike rhe mragicomic opera of Frasier's world, Kelsey's home
lite is more akin to rehned chamber music. Afer three years of
renovanng fand plinnng), he and Camille offically chrstened their
house Bast September, “He's directing, he's producing, be's crazy
abour his wibe,” says pal Peri Gilpin, who plays Boz on Frasier. =1
think he's :|.'|_'|:.:. found howme, someth mi he's always deserved,™

Grenting there has been as twnty as the trails thar raverse his
property. Bad-hoy bingoes cansed run-ins with the law in the late
cighrees, and sumalivons relatonships in the early ninedies added
t what the father of two [daughters Spencer, 17, and Greer, o,
by pwo previows companions) might call his own rablaid
pemance. But at 45 he's four years sober and deeply commirmed o

Camille, y2, his wite of three ¥ioars.
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| went through my problems, but
I'm in a different place now,”™ Gram-
MeEr 8AVE with a 1ll'.||||i::.r|1.|:|'-:. smitle
*l look back ar a man in pain, with
sell-cstcem issucs, Bur they were
!.'-:-:ln.| vears o, and [ wouldn's trade
them,” Although more devastating
cvents, mcluding the separate, long
80 MLE ders af his Bnther, Allen, and
vounger sster, Karen, are less recon
ciled—*1"ve had some tragedies
1 lafe.™ he s solily— the run

niang brooks and swaying palms here

affer him ®a sense of peace.”

G von'll exeuse Grammer if he likes |Il'i|_"\'cl:i Sother Marure.
Today, rubbing his chin after gazing at a stubborn spot of
brown grass, he makes 2 mental note: * Goa trim those rees.”™
For a while, Camille chides, “Kelsey was spending all chis
money on the groonds, and 'm like, *We have no furnituee!”

Bt e’y where he gets his solace,” That's not to say Grammes
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“I like a sense of bmﬂgwelIdWﬂy from town.
Even in my party days, 1 partied at home.”

-







An Easy Kind of Eden

can't get lost in the house itself, o dome-capped architectural
goulash of Hungarian, Turkish and [calian architecture built in the
fosities. The couple’s upstate New York counery home is a base [or
antiquing, and their Polynesian plantation in Maw s a golf haves,
bt this is cheir primary hub: a tan, twostory villa boasting six grand
main rooens and hidden indolpances like a roomy hisand-hers clasa
and the gym-pa, eeplere with cedar saona, vndulating hydro-bed,
and massage tbles, where Grammer submits himssIf to acupunc-
mri '|'~|.'f-::|r|.' ]1.i1'ri11.5 thee s h i-r||'||,'|-::||_

Though he occastonally drops i ar local sushi spors and celebricy
haunes like the by, he prefers to stay put. “Fo nor a big 1A =scene
guv,” he says, “T like o sense of being away from twwn” 50 in the
massive French coontry kitchen, filled with rrears from the garden
and colorful Baver plares, he'll make his famed Kelsey's Cradled
Shirimp for p;||5.. [The “imformal® host has also beein konevwn oo sooff
38 people into the room for @ oy, catered Christmnas fease| Chre he
might play the Steinway baby grand in the jazzy, eleganc living
rucat, a James Bond=chic mix of '|'\-.1]|:' grl]ﬂ satin couches and Asian
antiquities Like a Japanese burial urn picked up on a toek to one of
L.ASs more upscale Melrose Avenue shops.

His favorite room is the library, in which brown leather solas,
frimed nautical maps, and the works of poets like W.H. Auden seem
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its formidable marble fire-

break che binding of a book, 1 go throwgh
place, Grammer's passion 3 5

the roof!™ savs Grammer, whe has been
for Aslan décor = seen in ; !

knuwat to recite the poeory of Roberr Barns
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doing thar rough-guy suff.” he says, Whar's
added a lol of windows,"™ ? i !
muare, savs Camille, whose hoshand jost
| ha says. "1 luxuriale in
| 3 bought a surfboard, “Kelsey®s not into
the beauty of overyihing.”

= : o e Hes mipre sasvgmng and fy-bs-the-

seat-of-his-pants.” Gilpin agrees: “ie's lke o beach oy, He's gor a
silly sense of humor and comes ro work in shores and flip-flops.”
Maybe not se surprising, given that Grammer was born in 5t

Thomas, Virgin [slands, where his fres-spirited parents—Allen,
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> “There’s no formality,” insists Camille. “Every-
body eats around theisland in the kitchen.”




