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The Next Neutras?

Meutra, Schindler and Lautner command miajor cachel and cash. So savvy architecture bulfs are now on the
house hunt for works by their under-the-radar, mid-century contemporanies | Sy M Glck |

In Santa Monica Canyon not far from the ocean sis the Seen-
Frenke House designed by Richard Meura, Commanding a
double b, the howse has been meticubously restored and was
designared & Los Angeles Hiseorke Culoural Monument, Across
rown, sdjacent o Griffih Park, sits 2 mideentury home designed
by the relarively unknown African-American architeer Clyde H.
Cirimes, a Former Tuskegee Adrman.

Both houses have three bedrooms, large pools, and a
spacions, open Hoor plan. Both are on the marker, The difference?
The Stem-Frenke residence is listed at al most 86 million while the
Cirimes house clocks in ot just $1.8 millien,

That’s the sibver lining of roday’s rumuluous real esrare
market. The midcenmry wop cier still commands. premium
sales prices—iuake, for cxample, Meurra’s Singleron Residence
in Bel Air owned by Vidal Sassoon, with b $15 million price
tags or Schindler’s concrere, redwond and glass How House in
Silver Lake, listed for 54 million, Bur many of the lesser-known
mideenmury modern architeos are now a relative bargain.

Looking for a classte mideenury with a pool and library in
Beverly Hills? There's a Buff & Hensman for sabe for 5.9 million.
Or perhaps a four-bedmom, three-bath gared estare with a pool.
multiple fireplaces and large yard designed by Edward Ficker in
1959 [e's listed a less than 52 million,
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These lesser-known (but clearly wabented] midcenmury
architects offer prospective buyers the opportunicy w live in
homaes that embosly the aestheric hallmarks of thar era—a siong
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soarrces of lighy—and draw on the same archivecraral vocalwlary
as their beveer-known counterpans like Richand Newtra, Gregory
Ainand lohn Lawtner, A st Paul Zcdevansky, whio owins the Bufl
& Hensman currently For sale in Beverly Hills, notes thar the
advantage of owning 4 house designed by that sccond gencrazion
is “they ok the hard-edged, disciplined modermism of Schindler
and MNewra and made it work for people. The vocabulary of their
archiscemure was opened up 1o living”

Many of these underappreciated architects emerged our of
the University of Southern Californias, including Paul Edward
Tay, Edward Killingsworth, Thormton Ladd and Fickere, as well
as Conrad Buff and Donald Hersman, Like Rudolph Schimdler
before them, these L A-based designers focused on smaller
residential commissions, shunning rhe sporlight while Creating
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miarerials, These men had agile crearive minds, bur unlike their
lauded brethren, few were savvy businessmen of self-promanders,
Iv's taken a new generation of enter prastng architecture enthusiasts

to resurrect their names. CONTINULDL,,
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—coNTisven  Savvy buyers aren'’t limining thelr search 1o that
downtown coterie. Architects who worked further osinside of the
mvidcentury malnstream, such e Grees Magnusson Grossiman and
Eugene Kinn Chay, are also inding new appreciation, Grossman
wis 3 wotnan, and Choy was an émigeé, two strikes thar denled
them entree to the almost exchisively white boys’ b of USC—
busi that didn's keep them from sbsorbing the same mideentury
influences. Cornsuman, primarily known as 2 fuminue designer,
built her own house in Beverly Hills on Waynecress Dirive. A
relatively simple brown box thar was exiensively remoddad, the
hwpse sl For $3.7 million in Jamery 2009, more than dolsle ies
sales price Four years carfier,

The seller, Diarryl Wikam, is 2 designer, real-cseare developer
aiid habitual renswvasor whe has wwmed dozens of aoglecred homes
inin architectural showpieces. For Wilson, pedigee is bow importam
than the archisecture iwself. *1 buy [hosses] vhar inspire nae, and ey
1o kmprove and enhance the spirin of the house,” he sirs.

Choy was anly the second Chinese-American 1o poin the
American Instivute of Archirects. In addition o the disinerive
Cathay Bank in Chinaown, Choy destgned several buildings
in Los Anpeles. including his own home in Silver Lake. Most
reconily, hin fourbedmom, Ave-and-s-half baih howse in Lo
Feliz sold For chose eo s $1.85 million asking price

In an uncermin markerplace. the challenge i vakuing
these “hidden pems.” According w0 Doug Kramer, 2 broker
who specialires in archivecural properties, the sales prices
for these homes are mawe often impacied by location and
comparable neighborhood sales prices than by e archiscer.
For instance, a rwo-bedroom, one-bath poss-and-beam hame in
Me. Washingron, designed by Bulf & Hemman, recently sold
far $575,0060, In contrast, a similar bug slighily larger pos-and-
beam by the same archiects in the Hollywood Hills bs for sale
for £1.995 million, These homes, like any othen, are "whbject
to market Faceors, and the most imporape Bsceor bs whar has
sid recently in the neighborhoad,” wys Kmer, Increasingly,
dosign-savvy buvers seeking o rimelews post-and-beam are
loaking a1 neighborhoods with a high conceniratbon of these
homes thar are still somewhar under the radat, such av Long
Beach, M, Washingron and paris of the Yalley,

However, buyers looking w make o quikk buck flipping
an unknown gem may be sorcly disappolnied. Anchiicc: Ron
Hadziner, who has won numensis swaids for his firm's scnsithe
restarations of midcentury homes, advises buven to find & house
“yuiz can Fall i love with ™ Real eseare broker Brian Linder agrees.
He recommends buyers sk themselves ane very skmple questing
when considersng any bome: “ls it delightful ™ B
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